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Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
This has been a short but reflective week. We are quickly entering into the holiday season and it is a time 
of reflection and certainly giving thanks. I want to begin this communication by sharing the many things 
that I am thankful for.  
 
As your school principal, I am thankful for the over 600 students that show up daily excited and energized 
to learn. Our security teams have often remarked regarding how they line up and exude pure joy the 
moment the doors open. The sign of a great school is that children want to be there, I am thankful for that! 
I am also so blessed with the parental participation that has become our norm. We interact with families 
daily from the classroom and beyond. Parents are participatory in our Brandt Parent Consortium, our 
Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council, and the Hoboken Public Education Foundation and in so 
many other ways, both formal and informal. The sign of a great school is that families want to be there, I 
am thankful for that! 
 
I am beyond grateful for the school we have built and for what is to come. We have spent a lot of time, 
under the guidance of our Superintendent Dr. Johnson, with the growing of a school that is rooted in 
social-emotional learning and a beacon of best practices. We are well on our way and for joining us on 
this journey, I am most thankful. I want you all to know that every adult that calls Brandt home is laser-
like focused on creating an environment of respect and rapport and for making this big school feel small 
and intimate. I wish you a relaxed Thanksgiving break and hope that you know that the Brandt School is 
your family as well! 
 
We are also grateful for Ms. Traina who led Bailando con Brandt on today. It was amazing!!! We had 
over 100 Kindergarteners reciting lines from a shared text and dancing on stage. Was it perfect? It was as 
close to perfection as you will find. They were poised, graceful and confident and those are the 
characteristics we aim to continue to grow. As a reminder, Ms. Traina will return to us during the 4th 
Marking Period to continue her Artist in Residency to include Grades 1 and 2. 
 
Finally, I want to thank all that have given our School Counselor, Mrs. Jessica Hosbach, a warm and 
hearty Brandt welcome. She is excited to begin her groups and happy to emphasize the tenets of kindness 
and community.  She will be presenting at the upcoming December Brandt Parent Consortium meeting in 
partnership to Dr. Flores so that they can share the two-pronged approach to maintaining and growing our 
social-emotional footprint. I feel so very blessed to have them both on staff. 
 
Remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-up and 
around our amazing little town! 
 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
  


